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GEHOMEH YKPAIHCBKOI
HALIIOHANTBHOT IAEHTUYHOCTI v
CMUCTOGYHKLIOHANBHIM AMHAMIL

Haykosa 0onogidb Ha Mmemo0os102iYHOMY cemiHapi
«CmpameeaivyHi opieHmMupu ma iHHOBAUIUHI NPAKMUKU YMeepOXeHHA YKPAIHCbKOI
HAUiOHAbHOI i0eHmMuYHoCMIi 8 yMo8ax B0OEHHO20 cmaHy», 3 kgimHa 2025 p.
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AHomauyjia. Y cmammi po3kpusaemeca Ha 00CMamHbOMY piBHi OCAZHEHHA
Kame20pisi «HAUIOHAAbHA [0eHMUYHICMb» AK peasbHIiCMme 8UW020 CMYyNeHio,
AKOIO MAE 080700imu ocobucmicms y npoueci c8oei ¥ummeodianeHocmi. AK
poboye NOHAMMA NPONOHYEMBCA CMUCA08UL KOHCMPYKM, WO iHmepnpemye
HAUioHanbHYy i0eHMU4YHIiCmb AK 8ce3a2asbHYy ChiflbHiCMb, AKA  PeasnbHo
yHKUIOHYE y hopMi HauioHasn6HO20 YynodibHeHHA 3 enacmusumu it ideana-
MU-UIHHOCMAMU, — CNpUYUHeHUMU 2nubokoto ceidomicmioo U 8UCOKUMU
noyymmsamu cyb'ekma.

Y makomy ceHci HayioHaneHa ideHmu4yHicme — ue idelHo-yiHHICHUU
cmpuxeHs wummsa ocobucmocmi, aka Habysae, 36epi2ae | NPAKMUYHO
ymeepoxye i y meHW Yu binbw WUPOKO3HAYYWUX cnpasax. MponoHyromsca
KOHKpemHi cnocobu yHKUIOHY8AHHSA 4b020 yMBOPEHHA.

Mepwum enemeHmapHuUmM cnocobom sucmynae npomucmasneHHs «Mu —
Yymi». 30 makoi anbmepHamusu Hauis U 00mpuMyemMsCA NesHUX COUIanbHUX
npasus y coyiokynbmypHuUx no2a40ax wooo cebe U iHWUX AK HE MAKUX AK MU.

HacmynHum cnocobom pyHKUIOHY8AHHA € MexaHiam 6e3nocepedHboi
HanexcHocmi 0o ceoei Hauil. OOHaK makomy YCBI0OMAEHHIO He Oicmae
8i0n08IOHOI cmuciocnpAMosaHoi dughepeHyiauyii.

Po3susanbHo O0CKOHAAUM CNnocoboM  YHKUIOHYBAHHA HAUYiIOHAAbHOI
BEX IgaH ﬂ,MVITpOBVI‘-I ideHmuwHocm/' HeobxioHo SBGHGmU.MeXGHl'a‘M HOuiOHGﬂb,‘-.IOf ceidomocmi.
CymHicmio ocmaHHbo20 € me, Wo 8iH 6esnocepedHbO 3a4iNae Kameaopito
OyXx08HOCMI, AKA B8X(€ NAHYE 8 CYCNiNbCMEI, 8U3HAYAOYU NEe8Hi HAUIOHAbHI

00KMOP NCUXO102iYHUX HAYK,

npogpecop, OilicHuli YneH digHHA.
(akademik) HATH Ykpainu, Kntoyosi cnosa: HanewHicms 00 Hauil; HauioHasneHa i0eHMu4HIiCMe;
oupekmop IHcmumymy HQUfOHaAnbHe NpomucmasneHHs; HAuioOHaneHa csidomicme, HauioHanbHe

NodibHeHHA,; UiHHocmi Hauii.
npobsem 8UX0BAHHA y ;U 4

HayioHanbHoi akademii HauioHanbHa i4EHTUYHICTE — OOHE 3 BEPWUHHMX, TOBTO MEXKOBUX
nedazoaivHux HayKk YkpaiHu, YyTBOPEHb, fiKe Bigobparkae o0cobnmMBMA (CEHCOOXOMOBAAbHWUI) CTaH
M. Kuis, YkpaiHa Nofen AK peanbHOI cnifibHOCTI. Haronoc Ha cninbHOCTI 03HaYaE, Wo Ls

8 CYTHiCHa 03HaKa € ABMLLEM PO3BMBANbHUM, NO-nepuie, y 4aci, a KOHK-

peTHiWe y Yaci ictopil. [To-Opyae, e 4acoBuit NPoCTip NOAEN 3aBHK AN
HaNOBHEHWN NEeBHUMMW, BAACTMBMMMU AMLIE TM, 3MICTOM Ba*KIMBOI ANA
HWUX AIANbHOCTI | BIANOBIAHMX AYXOBHO-MOPANAbHWX BAacTMBOCTEN. Y
LbOMY 3HAYeHHi AOLiNIbHO NPeACTaBAATN NtOAEN Y KaTeropii Hapoay. A
OCTaHHIN, AKLLO BiH 06'€AHAHMI CRINBLHICTIO MOBU | TEPUTOPII, BHYTPILL-
HIMW pUCaMm XapaKTepy, AK OCHOBM CaMOobYTHbLOI Ky/bTypu Ta Heobxia-
HUMW EKOHOMIYHMMM BiAHOCUHAMM, KBaNidiKyBaTUMEMO HaLli€t0.

Y OaHOMy CeHCi AOUiNbHO BECTM MOBY MPO YKPAIHCbKY Hauito
(eTHOHaL0), abO HaLito YKpaiHLIB SK roN0BHUIA Ti Mapkep. TyT Haujo-
Ha/NbHa IAEHTUYHICTb, WO XapaKTepu3yeTbCA CNiAbHICTIO, BiaTenep
HabyBa€e AMHaAMIYHOro, AiANbHO-PO3BMBANBLHOIO CEHCY AK HAUIOHA/1b-
HoO20 ynoOdibHeHHA, AK BiANOBIAHOrO NpoLecy, SK BCe3arasbHOro
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(HapoaHOro) TAMIHHA 00 igeaniB-LiHHOCTEM, SKi
nos's3aHi, Oinblie TOro, CNPUYNHAIOTLCA MOOKOID
CBIAOMICTIO Ta BMCOKMMM MOYyTTAMM. BoHu X (Ui
MCMXO/IOFIYHI MapameTpn) y KiHLEBOMY MiACYyMKY
anesnotTb A0 BCiEl Haw,ji. TOK Taka 0CODUCTICTb Mae
NpaBo 3aABMTK: «f € HaLiA, a Hauia — ue Ax».

YKpaiHCbKa HaUiOHanbHa IAEHTUMYHICTE — LUe
i0EMHO-LIHHICHUIA CTPUMEHb KUTTA 0COBUCTOCTI,
AKa HabyBaeg, 36epirae i NPaKTUYHO YTBEPAKYE i Y
MEHL YM BiNbll WMPOKO3HaYYLWMX cnpaBax. Ocobu-
CTiCTb AK cy6'eKT HalioHaNbHOT iAEHTUYHOCTI CTilKO
YCBIAOMJIIOE CBOKO HANEMKHICTb A0 YKPATHCbKOI HaLil,
AK TBOPUA AYXOBHO-KY/NbTYPHUX LiHHOCTEN; dopmye
Ha X OCHOBIi BNACHI CMWCNOLHHICHI YTBOPEHHA, LLO
cKnagatoTb i BUWMIK A-06pa3, i peanisye 1oro vy
O0CTONHOMY »UTTI (HMypba, 2024).

HauioHanbHy iAEHTUYHICTL IHKOIM HamaratTbCA
MOACHIOBATU AK CBOEpPIAHE ABWLLE, BACTMBE Hapo-
[OBI, afe TaKke, WO Bigobparkae nmue NesBHUi etan
MOro CTaHOB/IEHHS | PO3BUTKY, OJHaK 6e3 rMnboKoro
BpaxyBaHHA Aif/IbHOCTI, Y AKiN BOHA BTINOETLCA, ane
X UA OIANLHICTb HANOBHIOE 11 HALLIOHA/NIbHUM KOJ0-
puUTOM. AKpas Mipa AianbHOCTI (CTyniHb ii 3HaYyLLOC-
Ti) ¥ Hadae HaUjioHaNbHIK iAeHTMYHOCTI cTaTycy
cTaTV i ByTM yHiBepcanbHot Tpaauuieto (CTenuko,
2011).

Mpu LUbOMY 3raflaHa TPAAMLIA AK yCTaneHo icto-
PUYHO TMOBTOPIOBAHE ABMLULE, no-nepwe, Habysae
HaMBMLLOroO NtOACbKOrO NOPMBAHHSA, TOBTO AyXOBHO-
CTi. | B TaKOMy 3Ha4eHHi roBOpATb MPO AYXOBHY
Tpaamuito, WO BAAMBAE Ha KOXKHE MOKOAIHHA, Nigxo-
nAtotoYM Ti AK LiHHICHY ecTadeTy, AKa PO3ropTaETbCA
Yy HOBMX yMOBax i HOBMX GopMax NpaKkTUYHOI peani-
3aii.

Mo-Opyae, He3BaXKatouM Ha Lj icTopnyHo obymos-
NneHi ocobAnMBOCTI AyXOBHOI TpaaMLi, BOHa 3anuLla-
€TbCA MOYATKOBO CYTHICHO CTaNoto. | came B ubomy i
CWNa, LIHHICTb i AiesicTb. [JyxoBHa TpaAuuia Lboro
BMLLOIO PaHry BXOAMTb AK CKA3A0Ba HalLiOHaNbHOI
KY/IbTYpPHOI cnagwmHn. [lo-iHWomy, HauioHa/ibHa
iAEeHTUYHICTb BTI/IIOETLCA i KMBE Y CaMObyTHIN Hauj-
OHaNbHIM KyNbTYpi AK AIMCHIN Bi3WUTIBLI HapoAy, Ha
AKY BiH OPIEHTYETLCA Y CBOEMY HEMOBTOPHOMY MMUTTI
i 6opoThLHI.

MPUIMHATO BBaXKaTW, LWLO YKPaiHCbKa Hawia icTopK-
YHO KOHCOJiAyBanacas BEPXOBHMMM  LLIHHOCTAMM
cobopHOCTI, caMobyTHOCTI, BoAi M rigHOCTI. Bce
BMKOPUWCTOBYIOUM MPUHLWN AOMNOBHIOBAHOCTI, BBa-
*AaEMO 3a HeobxiaHe B6inblw rnMboko npoaHanisysa-
TV BEPXOBHY LLiHHICTb CODOPHOCTI, AK CMMBOA HalLiili,
HaZaTW i OA4HO3HAYHOrO 3MICTOBHOrO YHKLiOHY-
BaHHA AK OPIEHTOBHOI OCHOBW AYXOBHO CMpPAMOBa-

HOT Aii. Y 3BMYHOMY BXKMTKY MiZ, CODOPHICTIO PpO3yMi-
€TbCA EJIHICTb LIHHOCTEN NEBHOro eTHOCY, B3aEmMHe
[yxoBHe 3barayeHHs i possuToKk (Hypba, 2024;
Bopuluescbkuii Ta iH., 2011; Ctenuko, 2011).

Pobnsym Haronoc Ha B3AEMHOCTI 0O3Ha4eHOoi
LiHHOCTI, Ha iHAMBIAYyaNbHOMY PIiBHI AOUiNBHO 3Ba-
aTW Ha Te, WO MOHATTA «COOOPHOCTI Halii» mae
CBOIM NigrpyHTAM KaTeropii YKPaiHCbKNI
«POAMHOLEHTPU3IMY | «TPYNOAOMIHAHTHICTE». AKpas
yepes BMNpPaBAAHHA Y LMX KaTeropiax AK LiHHOCTAX i
3araibHWX cnocobax CniibHOrO KUTTA MOMXK/IMBO
NigHATUCA A0 EAHOCTI HALiOHANbHOTO PiBHA i yTBEpP-
[XKYBATWUCb Y Hil BCbOMY YKPAiHCbKOMY Hapoay.

Tox He iCHye BnacHe i301b0OBaHOI 0COBUCTOCTI,
OCKI/IbKM BOHA HApPOLXKYETbCA | PO3BMBAETLCA B
YMOBax colia/ibHOI opraHisauii 3 i HeobxiaHummK
AYXOBHO-MOPanbHMMKM HacTaHoBamM. OcCTaHHI XK
nepesatoTbCA BiA MOKOJIIHHA A0 MOKONIHHA Yy Kpa-
LMX CBOIX 3pa3kax, 3adiKcoBaHMX UM y BiAMNOBIAHNX
TEKCTaX, Y Yy GOPMi YCHMX HaPOAHMX (BMXOBHMX)
Tpaamuini. Yce X, Wob Takui colianbHO-LiHHICHW
pyx Bigbysca, HeobxigHO Wob Ui Moro HacTaHOBM
Habyan piBHA nepekoHaHHA. ToX i roBOPATb MPO
KYNbTYPY AK aypy NOACbKOI LIIHHICHOT HEMOXMUTHOCTI.
Y iHWoMy BMMNAAKy NEBHi COLianbHO-AYXOBHI HaA-
H6aHHA He 3a/1MLWatoTb MILHOIO CAigy i HacTymHOMY
NMOKONIHHIO A0BEAETbCA TaKy KyAbTYPHY AIANbHICTb
NOYMHATWN 3 YUCTOrO NNCTA, BIATBOPIOKOUM ii B HOBUX
ymoBsax (HosapiH, 2024).

LLle pas HaronocMmo, WO HauioHaNbHA iAeHTKY-
HICTb fIK 0CcOBAMBE CoLianbHE ABMLLE MAE TEeHAEH-
Lito A0 CNPAMOBAHOrO CTaHOBAEHHA. BiaTak € BCi
NiACTaBM KOHCTATyBaTM KOHKPETHi crnocobu dyHKLj-
OHYBaHHA LbOro yTBOpPeHHsA, abo BignosigHi Moro
MexaHismun. OCTaHHI MOM/IMBO pO3TallyBaTW y Nes-
Hil1 iepapxii (NocNiAOBHOCTI), OCHOBOK AKOI AOL/b-
HO MOK/acTU pPiBEHb MPWYETHOCTI AK 3acib yTBep-
OXKEHHA Y HaLiOHANbHIN iAeHTUYHOCTI.

Mepwnm enemeHTapHUM cnocobom GyHKLIOHY-
BaHHA HaLOHa/IbHOI IAEHTUYHOCTI BUCTYNAE npomu-
cmassieHHA. 3a LbOro MexXaHi3my Hauifa, AKa TAXiE
[0 BIACHOI iA@HTUYHOCTI, Le Aaneka Big odopme-
HOCTi y CBOIl Mmicii Bce3aranbHOro CyTHiCHOro ynogj-
H6HeHHA. Lle € o3Hakokw TOro, WO rpoMagaHu Ha
iHAMBIAYaNIbHOMY PiBHI 34iMCHIOIOTb BAACHY XMWTTE-
LiANbHICTb MepPeBaXKHO Y PisHMX popmax 30BHILLHbO-
ro HacnifyBaHHsA, CNPUMUMAOTb LLUMPOKO YCTaneHi
TpaamUIi TPYAOBUX i MIXAHOACBKUX BIAHOCKH. Brune-
HEeHHA HaLjioHaNbHOI NPUHANEXKHOCTI BiAOYyBaETLCA
30e6inblWoro 3a 30BHIWHIMKM POAOBMMKM O3HAKaAMM
Ta NpUTaMaHHMMMW KOHKPETHIN TepuTopii cnocoba-
MU MOB/IEHHEBOI B3aEMOJ,ii.
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TOX YABNEHHA TPOMaAAH LbOro piBHA cnocoby
bYHKLUIOHYBAHHA HaLiOHANbHOT iAEHTUYHOCTI Npak-
TMYHO BiAOYBAETLCA Ha OCHOBI Qi3MYHO-KOMYHIiKa-
TUBHUX O3HAK, AKI He 3a4iNatoTb HaLLOHANbHOI CBOE-
PIAHOCTI, @ JiMWe CUrHafi3yTb Npo BiANOBIAHY
BIAMIHHICTb BiA4 NPeACTaBHMKIB iHLWOI Hauii. Popmy-
€TbCA, TaKMM UYMHOM, VYHiBepcajsbHa YCTaHOBKaA
«CBOT — Yyi». | AKpa3 3a Uiel afibTepHATUBM TakKa
Hauia OOTPUMYETbLCA MEBHUX COLLA/IbHUX NPaBua y
COLLIOKYNbTYPHMX NOornagax Wwoao cebe M iHWmx aK
He TakMX AK MW. « MU — YyXi» - CTa€ NEepPBUHHUM
CMMBOJIOM Y/IEHIB CYCNiNbCTBA, AKe e Aaneke Bif,
rnMboKoro MCMXoNoriYyHOro CamoycBigoMAeHHA. 3a
TAKOr0 BHYTPIWHBbOTO CTaHy MOXYTb BUHUKHYTH
CNPUATANBI YMOBM 1 ANA HALLOHANbHOMO eroiamy 3i
BCiMa MOro HeraTMBHUMM TEHAEHLIAMM.

HacTynHum cnocobom byHKLIOHYBaHHA HaLioHa-
NbHOI  iAEHTUYHOCTI € MexaHi3m b6e3nocepedHboi
HanexcHocmi 00 c8o€i Hauii. BiaTenep, MNOHATTA
YyKOT HaLji BUHOCUTLCA 33 CKODKM BAacHMX Hallio-
Ha/IbHWX NepeXXMBaHb. YCi nepmneTii Lboro maclTa-
6y po3rnaaatoTbCA rpoMagaHamm y BAACHMX Haljo-
HaZbHUX MeXax. TOX Halujd AK CMCTeMa Ha pPiBHiI
YCBIAOMNIEHHA CTA€ BIAHOCHO 3aKPUTOMD, | UMM
CaMMM PO3BMBAJIbHI MOX/IMBOCTI BCI€l HaLT 3HAYHO
36inbwytoTbea. OAHaAK 3rafaHe YCBIAOMAEHHA Lie
Npe/CcTaBNAETbCA ANLLE AK «0bpa3 HaLii», AKOMy He
AiCTae BiANOBIAHOI CMUCNOCNPAMOBaHOI AndepeH-
wiauii y HauioHa/NbHO-CYTHICHMX XapaKTEpPWUCTMKaX.
Ta He3Baxato4M Ha Le, PO3BUBAETLCA «YYTTA EANHOI
HaLioHa/bHOI poAnHWY, | NeBHa ocoba BHONIBAE 3a
CBOE HaljoHabHe KOPIHHA; | BOHO X 33 NPUHLMMNOM
eMOLLMHOT IHAYKLUIT MOXe LWMPUTUCA Ha 3HAYHWM
couianbHM 3aran. TyT €AHICTb AK NOKa3HWK Hallio-
HasIbHOrO ynoAibHeHHs e (YHKUIOHYE AK Hepos-
Y/leHoBaHe HaljoHanbHe bayeHHs i BignosigHe cTas-
NeHHA. | avwe BNPaBAAKYNC Y TaKOMY HaLiOHab-
HOMY CBITOCNPUIAHATTI, il YneHn HabyBatoTb NPaAKTU-
YHOrO A0CBIAY AiANbHOCTI HALOHAAbHOI Baru.

Po3BMBasbHO AOCKOHa/MM Ccnocobom dyHKLio-
HYBaHHSA HaUiOHaNbHOI iAEHTUYHOCTI HeobxiaHo
BBaXaTW MexaHi3m HauioHaseHoi caidomocmi. CyT-
HICTIO OCTaHHbOI € Te, WO BOHa He3nocepenHbo
3a4inae KaTeropito AyXOBHOCTI, AKa BXe MNaHyE B
CYCNiNbCTBI, BU3HAYato4M NEBHi HaLLIOHANbHI AiAHHA.
Y UbOMY MAaHi AyxoBHa CBIAOMICTb € Binbll CKNaa-
HMM YTBOPEHHAM HiX CBIZOMICTb YNCTO IHTENEKTya-
NbHa. TOX BiaTENnep NOHATTA LiHHICTb» CTa€ iHTer-
PAaTOPOM HaLiOHANbHOI iAEHTWUYHOCTI, NigHIMaroun ii
Ha BULLMIA CTynMiHb. [TPUKMETHO, IO 33 UMM YHiBEp-
Ca/lbHMM [lyXOBHWUM YTBOPEHHAM YTPUMYETLCA LLiNIC-
Ha CUCTEMA KOHKPETHMUX LIHHICHWUX KOHCTPYKTIB.

OfHaK yci BOHM Yy CBOIM eaHoOCTi BigobHparkaloTb
HalioHanbHy crneundiky, Tob6TO Taki BapToCTi, WO
NPUTaMaHHi came Ui Hauii, Xxo4a nNeBHi LiHHICHI
eN1eMEHTU MOXKYTb OYTW CMIB3BYYHUMM I 3 iHLLIMMM
HauiAMKM. A Le €, Y CBOK Yepry, OCHOBOI MiXKHaLiO-
HaNbHOro 36arayeHHA M MixKHaLLIOHabHOro NPOAYK-
TUBHOIO Li/IeNOKNadaHHA Ta LifeaiaHHA.

3BMYaMHO, WO O3HAYEHUI HaLioHa bHWIA cnocib
BMMarae po3BUTKY /HOAMHM AK A0CKOHaNoi ocobuc-
TOCTi, AKa BUKOPMCTOBYOUYM Lii OCOOUCTICHI HaabaH-
HA, OIHO3HAYHO MPOEKTYE (Ha piBHI iHAMBIAYaNbHOI
CaMOCBIAOMOCTI) Ha NPUIAHATTA LiHHICHUX iHAMKATO-
piB, O MPe3eHTYOTb HaLiOHAAbHY IAEeHTUYHICTb. Ll
iHAMKATOPW AK AYXOBHiI KOHCTaHTWX 1 3abe3nedytoTb
CTaNuih PO3BMTOK Hallii y TenepillHbOMY, i € NPOAYK-
TMBHOI OCHOBOI A5 HEODXIAHOro HalioHaNbHOro
NPOrHO3y Ha ManbyTHE.

Ha KiHelb, AOLNbHO BUYNEHUTM i Takuit cnocib
bYHKLIOHYBaAHHA  HaUjioHaNbHOI  iA€HTUYHOCTI  AK
MeXaHi3M HauloHAs1bHOI CaMOOUIHKU | CAMOUIHY8AH-
HA. 3a JOMNOMOTO LIbOrO MexaHi3my BiZOyBaeTbCA
NpoLec CTAaHOB/MEHHA  CTIMKOCTI  HaLiOHaNbHO-
CYTHICHOT ineHTMYHOCTI, Ti 36epeskeHHA Big NeBHMX
30BHIlIHIX PYMHIBHMX daKTopiB, AKI HeoAMiHHO
MOYTb MPOABAATUCA 3 MeHLWO YK BinbLIoK cu-
JI010. 3P0O3YyMIfIO, LLO HaLiOHabHa CTIMKICTb € CYMOLO
AYLWEBHWX CTiMKoCTeM Ti rpomaaaH.

Takoi ayweBHOI Npobu Hauia y CBOiX 3rypToBa-
HUX ZiSHHAX Ma€ CMoBHa Big4vyBaTW camoedeKkTns-
HICTb, AKa HEOAMIHHO NEepepoCTaE y NoYyTTA Camo-
LiHyBaHHA AK YTBEP/XKEHHA Yy CBOIN crnpaBeauBiin
HaLioHaNbHIN ropaocTi.

Po3KpUTi HamKn cnocobu GyHKLIOHYBAaHHA HaLlio-
Ha/NbHOT IAEHTUYHOCTI € BaXK/INBI 3 OrNAAYy Ha KOHK-
PETHI TEOPETUYHI YABMEHHS CTOCOBHO Liel npobne-
MM. Y TOI e Yac BOHM CNYryBaTUMYTb HEOOXiAHMM
NigrpyHTAM A40A BiANOBIAHMX METOAMYHUX NPOrpam
bopmyBaHHA 3poCcTato4oi 0COBUCTOCTI OCHOB Halio-
HaNbHOI IAEHTUYHOCTI.
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THE PHENOMENON OF UKRAINIAN NATIONAL IDENTITY IN MEANING-
FUNCTIONAL DYNAMICS

Scientific report at the methodological seminar “Strategic Guidelines and Innovative Practices for
Asserting Ukrainian National Identity under Martial Law” on April 3, 2025

Ivan Bekh
DSc in Psychology, Professor, Full Member (Academician) of NAES of Ukraine, Director, Institute of
Problems on Education of the National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv, Ukraine

Abstract. The article provides an in-depth exploration of the category of “national identity” as a higher-order reality
that an individual must internalize throughout one’s life. As a working concept, the article introduces a semantic
construct that interprets national identity as a universal community that is functioning in the form of national
assimilation with its inherent ideals and values caused by persons’ deep consciousness and strong feelings.

In this context, national identity is the ideological and value-based core of an individual’s life, which is acquired,
preserved, and practically affirmed through involvement in more or less far-reaching social affairs. The article proposes
specific ways of functioning for this construct.

The first elementary way is the opposition “We — Others”. Under this dichotomy, a nation adheres to specific social
rules within its sociocultural perspectives about itself and those considered unlike itself.

The next way of functioning is the mechanism of direct belonging to one’s nation. However, such awareness often
lacks a corresponding semantic-directed differentiation.

The most developed and refined way of functioning of national identity is considered to be the mechanism of
national consciousness. Its essence covers its direct engagement with the category of spirituality, which already
prevails within society and defines specific national actions.

Keywords: belonging to a nation; national identity, national opposition;, national consciousness; national
assimilation; national values.
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